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Biblical history and revelation center in Jesus Christ. He is 
the dividing line between two epochs. God's word in its succes- 
sive proclamations to men may be likened to the coming of the 
morning. The glimmer on the eastern horizon is one thing. 
The earth bathed in the light of the noon-day is another thing. 
What is the difference ? The sun has risen. We shall never 
get beyond the distinction between Old and New Testaments, 
though we may at the same time trace out in their fullness the 
threads which bind both into one Bible. 



These two dispensations have, indeed, a wonderful unity. 
They come from the same source. The first word of inspiration 
and revelation, whether old or new, is God. It was He who 
spoke unto the fathers ; whose message Abraham obeyed; with 
whom Moses communed; whose warnings and blessings the proph- 
ets faithfully delivered — down to the hour when Malachi closed 
the prophetic roll. It was the Same, who, opening anew the 
page of divine self-communication, wrote Himself down for man- 
kind in the person of His Son. 

These covenants have also a unity of purpose. The one does 
not overthrow what the other has built up. God, who speaks in 
both, speaks to the same purport and with the same object — the 
revelation of Himself, and the salvation of the race. The 
methods are varied : warning, promise, law, parable, poem, type, 
ritual, harsh and cruel barbarity, loving and gentle self-sacrifice 
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— yet, running through all, is the ultimate object of grace. The 
light is dim in the Temple compared with the brightness of the 
Risen One, but it is the same light and both in their degree 
illumine the way to heaven and reveal Him whose throne is there. 



These two Testaments are related also as preparation and ful- 
filment. This relation explains the apparent incongruities. The 
older was essentially preparatory. There was an educational 
process going on in Israel. The " iron atoms" of law must 
strengthen their moral sense ; barbarous ordinances clinch obe- 
dience till it is instinctive. Then richer and sweeter processes 
and measures can follow. The former is indispensable to the 
latter. Jesus Christ cannot do without the prophets. They 
work toward him. Most men of power make their mark on com- 
ing generations alone. He dominated the thought of men who 
lived before Him, and when He came to earth He was found pre- 
existing in the prophets. While they perceived Him but dimly 
and partially under various aspects and in various offices, He 
gathered up all conceptions and disclosed in Himself something 
greater than the greatness they had seen, a humility to which 
their hero had not descended, a majesty to which he had not 
risen, a grace, a mercy, a love, the fullness of which their antici- 
pation had not attempted to compass. In this fact lies the chief 
unity of the Old and New Testaments. 



The student must not forget that while these two are one, 
the one is yet two. There are marked and permanent differences 
between them. Thus the fragmentary character of the one 
stands out against the unity of the other. In the one God stands 
behind a veil which is lifted inch by inch. The names of God 
are instructive in this connection. Now it is "I am," now it is 
"Lord of Hosts," again it is " Elohim," or the "Almighty," or 
the "Holy One." There, light comes by an angel ; here, by a 
vision. The burning bush for Moses and the temple ritual for 
Solomon and the people reveal God. " Divers portions," " divers 
manners," are the phrases used by the clear-sighted student of 
the old covenant to describe the fragments which made it up. 
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But when Christ came, all that was before in part was done 
away. It was as though the one beam of light which shone from 
God had in the ancient days been divided by the prismatic media 
of the many-sided minds and things, through which it passed, into 
diverse and single separate rays, one color falling upon one man 
and time, another on another, but in the manifestation of Jesus 
these had all been caught again, reunited into the one beam of 
purest whiteness, and concentrated into one burning and shining 
light for men forever. Henceforth they need not repair to holy 
places or use a multitude of agencies to gather the will of God, 
for in Jesus is the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and in Him is 
the old in all its multitudinous types and shadows fulfilled, — He 
is the holy of holies, in Him is the mercy seat ; He is the oracle 
of God given once for all to men. About Him and in Him are 
marshalled — as an army under its leader, or a tree with its branches 
and fruit — the divers portions and divers manners of the Old 
Dispensation, each falling into its due and appointed place as the 
planets circle about the central sun. 



One may also contrast not merely the unity with the diver- 
sity, but the character and relations of the means through whom 
the word came. The prophets, for example, were men with the 
motives and desires of common humanity, imperfect men "of 
like passions with ourselves," often sinful, often punished for 
their own sins ; sometimes deserters of God, as Jonah, when he 
fled in a ship of Tarshish from before the face of the Lord ; some- 
times complaining and vexed with His will or dissatisfied with 
His message, as Elijah, when he lay down under the juniper tree 
and wished that he might die. Their minds were humanly weak, 
and the word, passing through this sinful medium, was neither 
apprehended in its clearness nor spoken in its purity, as the face 
of a man is distorted in an imperfect mirror. They knew not 
often the meaning of those things given them of God to speak. 

But He in whom the word of the Lord came in these latter 
days was a son — the God-man, human and yet divine, whose 
mind apprehended the truth with perfect distinctness, whose soul 
was a mirror of crystal clearness without taint or defilement, and 
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whose words gave back with perfect exactness, so far as human 
language will allow, the very thought of His Father. 

In close relation to this lies yet another distinction between 
new and old in the fact that the one revelation was made through 
the word which the prophets spake, or the image symbolizing the 
reality, while the other was the total personality of the Son. No 
one in studying the prophets is called to observe them, in them- 
selves as the revealers of the truth. They, as we have said, were 
imperfect and erring men. Raised above the mass of humanity 
not in themselves, but by the word which they spoke, not of 
themselves, but by the inspiration of the Almighty ; in their per- 
sonal characters they partook of the faults and weaknesses of 
common humanity. Men had to look beyond them to their 
word, their message, their burden. They had to make real the 
ideal pictures which the teachers drew. 

But the revelation of Jesus was the revelation of God directly. 
He is the image of the invisible God. " He that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father," are His words. It is the difference between 
reading a description in a book and looking with the eye upon 
the very scene. They cried : "Thus saith the Lord ;" — He said : 
"I that speak unto you am He." They looked forward to one 
who should come, who should be the perfect man, the sinless 
sufferer, the atonement, the Saviour. He said : " I am He that 
should come." "Ye search the Scriptures and these are they 
that testify of Me." In Him, the Son, as the personal friend of 
sinners, as the meek sufferer, as the risen and ascending one, is the 
fullness of Deity made real and visible to our minds. Words 
reveal and yet obscure thought. Human speech is imperfect. 
Men mistook the meaning and purport of the prophet's words. 
But looking on the very likeness of Deity, not in word alone but 
in act, they could never mistake again his character and his 
designs for men. 

The final and fundamental difference between the two dispen- 
sations is that the one is transitory, passing, while the other, the 
New, is permanent, eternal. The Old was preparatory. Prophets 
spake of that which was to come. The temple service was pro- 
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phetic through type and symbol of the future. The men of 
ancient time praised the mercy and goodness of the Lord. It 
was from everlasting to everlasting and His righteousness unto 
children's children. The fathers understood and believed and 
hoped. They trusted in the words of love and grace spoken by 
God through his prophets. But there is something higher than 
words of grace. " It is the nature of true love to reveal itself by 
deeds as well as words." Grace revealed in words is a fore- 
gleam of grace revealed in deeds. Gracious possibilities are 
made realities when we see God in self-sacrifice. The human 
mind can never conceive anything higher. " Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friend." 
And when that man is "God manifest in the flesh," the revelation 
of grace culminates. Thus the Old, which was the shadow of 
things to come, was fulfilled and became ready to vanish away. 
The veil of the temple was rent, and the holy shrine itself and 
the holy city Jerusalem went down in the flames of the Roman 
conquest. But out of that conflagration the Christ emerged 
without singe or smell of fire upon his garments, — the ultimate 
verity of God, in whom all men shall see, and know, and love 
the Father. 



